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Worship
SUNDAY SERVICES
		
8.30am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.30am Parish Eucharist
5.00 pm Evening Prayer / Choral Evensong / L’Arche Evening Prayer
		

(last Sunday of month)

WEEKDAY SERVICES
6.30pm Holy Communion Every Thursday
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Rector’s Letter
Revd Bob Smith

March 2016

Dear Friends,
The saying “every end is a new beginning” is never truer than on New Year’s
Eve. As we waved goodbye in January to the old year, we also ushered in
the New Year in great fashion. We look back with reflection while, at the
same time, we look forward with a sense of expectation and excitement. It
is like the time of Easter after the period of Lent.
I had my own “New Year” moment in September 2015 when I had a stroke.
Lying in my hospital bed looking back at the past twelve months, I can say
that 2015 had undoubtedly been a busy year and I was told I had done too
much. I wondered how I was to face the future and wondered, should I just
give up?
Then the cards from everyone in the parishes and the wider church came.
Visitors, apart from my immediate family, came. Colleagues and true
friends, Revd Gisela, Revd Anne and others ministered to me. I was so
humbled by everyone’s care and love that I made a promise to myself; that
I would recover and get back to home. One of the many goals that I set to
aid that recovery was to be able to write this letter to everyone to say thank
you for your thoughts and prayers when I was in my wilderness.
A change in our life, separation from dear friends or family and the making
of difficult choices can lead us into uncomfortable places. I learnt a lot
about myself, but I also learned that God was always there when we need
him.
How do we deal with the uncertainties of tomorrow? How do we respond
to the burden of ill health, the prospect of long term disability? How do
we make sense of the big questions of life and our daily concerns when we
have no idea of what tomorrow will bring?
The way ahead for me seems to be made of more questions than answers,
more worries than certainties. As we all face the challenges of tomorrow,
it is easy to be filled with a strong sense of temptation, apprehension
and doubt, like Jesus had in the wilderness and later in the Garden of
Gethsemane.
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As all those thoughts jostled together in my head, I was reminded of
Archbishop Desmond Tutu’s answer when questioned about the energy
and optimism he persistently exudes. He replied: “I’m not optimistic, no.
I’m quite different. I’m hopeful. I am a prisoner of hope.” He continued: “I
think it is important for all of us to know, even when the stakes are high
against something, good prevails. And it’s going to be OK... eventually.” The
Archbishop’s statement is rooted in his Christian trust that “in all things
God works for the good of those who love him.” (Romans 8:28).
This year during lent, as I look to Easter which is a time of joy and renewal,
I have chosen to make Archbishop Tutu’s words my own. I have decided
to put on the shackles of hope and face the challenges that tomorrow will
bring. I have no doubt that the way will still be testing, but I go forth in
hope, trusting that in all things, God’s unconditional love will work for your
good and mine.
Every end is a new beginning. May our new beginnings at Easter be filled
with more love, hope, and life than we can ever contain.
Fond Regards and Prayers
Bob

St Paul’s Information for Lent
March 7: Lent study, sharing our thoughts about Stephen Cottrell’s book:
“The things he carried”, a book about Christ’s Passion that invites us to think
and pray. The meeting will be at 34 Mauldeth Road at 7.30pm. All welcome,
but it helps if you let Gisela know if you are hoping to be there.
March 31, 2.00 pm School Easter Service in church
As part of Lent this year, Sunday evening will be different each week.
February 28 will be a Taize service with L’Arche, with singing and some
silence, March 6 will be a healing service, March 13 will be a Eucharist and
March 20, Palm Sunday, will be a Choral evensong to mark the beginning of
Holy Week.
Please see our separate leaflet, available in the narthex, for full details of
Holy Week.
March 2016
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What We Got Up to: St Paul’s
Pam Hall: St Paul’s

We are still bedevilled by roadworks,
but then so are most people in
Manchester, as the refurbishing virus
sweeps through the veins of our City
Council. Is no vaccination possible?
More conservatively, we began Ash
Wednesday with a BCP Communion
service and the Imposition of Ashes.
Ashes were offered again in the
evening, in the context of a Taizé-style
service.
A Lent lunch was held after the
service on the 21st February, when
the speaker was Ian Harvey, who
showed us a film about his work with
street children in the Democratic
Republic of Congo. The name of the
project is Kimbilio and it is to this
good cause that our Lent Charity will
go, as we decided at the last PCC.
On the 28th February, people who are
good at crafts (and there are a lot!)
met to make “stained glass” tea-light

holders out of jam jars, to be used
for a new initiative – a candlelight
procession around our churchyard to
mark Holy Saturday when it occurs.
We are giving more attention than
usual to our churchyard at this time,
with members being encouraged
to “adopt” a grave for their special
attention, in whatever way they feel
led. Should be some interesting
outcomes, which I’ll report on in later
issues.
The PCC noted, in this connection,
that a path leading up to the earlier
“burial of ashes” ground was
dangerous and in need of repair. It
was agreed to call in professional
advice and labour to do this, while we
sighed over the vanishing tradition of
calling on volunteer labour. Thanks
were expressed to those who in the
past had given such valuable service.

From the Registers: St Paul’s

February 13:
Marriage between Emma Houldsworth and James Andrew Morrison.
We pray for God’s blessing on their married life together.

Book Group
After an animated discussion last month about ColmToibin’s The Testament
of Mary we meet again on Tuesday 19th April at 7.30 to discuss Dazzling
Darkness by Rachel Mann. The meeting will take place at 34 Mauldeth
Road, all welcome. Please let Gisela know if you will be attending.
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What We Got Up to:
Christ Church & St Christopher’s
Rev’d Anne & Jean Weaving

We got ready for the Silent Auction on
the 20th February, with goods being
left behind the green door!
We began using our posh new toilet
at Christ Church, and Anne had a
spending spree at B and Q!
We welcomed the Manchester
Beethoven Orchestra for a bumper
concert with every single chair in

church being used (and the pews).
Plans began to welcome Barlow Hall
School, Cavendish Road School and
Old Moat School for Experience Easter
at Christ Church and St. Paul’s (with
OMS)
Recycling items were collected for our
Messy Church morning at St. Paul’s

FROM THE REGISTERS: Christ Church & St Christopher’s
We gave thanks to God for the lives of:
22nd January
22nd January
1st February
3rd February
4th February
8th February
18th February

Ruth Winne McConville, Winterburn Avenue – aged 91
Albert Traynor, Rosegarth Avenue – aged 82
Ernest Ronald Metcalf, Monwet Lodge – aged 93
Ian Westwood Hool, Golbourne Avenue – aged 66
Christine Erskine, Arden Court – aged 72
Carol Ann Marchant, Dennison Avenue – aged 63
Thomas Flanagan, Darley Avenue – aged 94

ANNE’S SABBATICAL
As many of you know I will be having a sabbatical in April, May and June.
Clergy are encouraged to have sabbaticals every 10 years (time off for good
behaviour!) and my first one was spent in India.
Gisela is also having a sabbatical and in May we will be walking from our
parishes to Holy Island via the Pennine Way and St. Cuthbert’s Way.
We have decided to do this as a sponsored walk. I will be raising money for our
Church Hall Roof at Christ Church and for the work of Christie hospital.
Details at www.abcdiagnosis.co.uk & Just Giving: Joanne-Taylor41
Gisela will be raising money for the refurbishment of the kitchen of St Paul’s
Church Hall. This will make it a real asset for church and community use, and
in particular for a project with L’Arch preparing and serving lunches.
Anne
March 2016
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The Christ Church World War 1
Memorial Project.
Jeean Galloway, Christ Church

As most of our readers are aware, for
the last 3 years Christ Church, West
Didsbury has been undergoing major
restoration work to its roof. This
has been 3 times more costly than
anticipated due to the discovery of
additional wet and dry rot in the
timber and the theft of lead as the
work progressed.
Thanks to three grants from English
Heritage (EH) and the Heritage
Lottery Fund (HLF) totalling about
£600,000 the work is now nearing
completion.
A focal point of the interior of Christ
Church is a striking World War 1
Memorial on the east wall behind the
altar. It takes the form of a marble
and alabaster reredos screen and
bears the names of 80 servicemen
from the locality who lost their lives.
We are now a century past the First
World War and the war is being
commemorated nationally.
As part of the grant application to
HLF and EH the parish offered to
research the history of those who
are named. It seemed important to
involve children from 2 local primary
schools in the process so that they
could learn about our artistic and
military heritage and the sacrifices
made for our benefit by individual
servicemen and their families. We
were fortunate to be awarded one of
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the grants on this basis.
The main tool for this project has
been the Ancestry Website. The
Lancashire Family History Society
based at Manchester Central Library
were generous with their time and
gave valuable guidance on using
different websites. The children
and teachers from Cavendish Road
School and Barlow Hall school have
visited Christ Church and done
some drawings of the memorial.
Cavendish Road staff and children
have also shared some of their
findings which came to light whilst
researching their own war memorial.
The Christ Church memorial was
formally approved on April 29th 1921
to the Rector Richard Lavers Kemp
and the Church Wardens, David
Elder Anderson and Arthur Walter
of Christ Church. A matching wall
was constructed at the chancel arch
replacing the original iron and brass
screen which was transferred to the
Lady Chapel. David Elder Anderson
the Warden at Christ Church at that
time was the father of Archibald John
Scott Anderson the second name on
the memorial.
I am fortunate to have been given a
copy of the order of service from the
dedication of the memorial. All the
names of the servicemen are listed
and a copy is featured below.

Quiet Weekend

at the Monastery of Our Lady of Hyning – 2016
The dates for the 2016 weekend are Friday 23rd to Sunday 25th September.
Further details will be available soon. If you would like to book a place
please email Barbra Malone: barbra.malone@live.co.uk
March 2016
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Music & Arts Events
St. Paul’s: RECITAL - TYLER HAY - Wednesday 9th March
Home cooked food from 5.30pm; Recital Commences at 6.30pm
Tyler is a virtuoso young pianist who has performed some of the most demanding works for piano to great acclaim.
It will be a wonderful concert so please join us
St. Paul’s: CONCERT - Olivet to Calvary - Friday 18th March at 7.30
– A Musical Journey from Candlemas to Good Friday
performed by our magnificent choir. Tickets £6, under 16s Free.

March 2016
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Saint of the month
Barbra Malone (Christ Church & St Christopher’s)

Geoffrey Studdert kennedy
Priest, Poet

8 March – Commemoration
Born in 1883, Studdert Kennedy was a young
vicar in Worcester who became an army chaplain
during the First World War. His warm personality
soon earned the respect of soldiers, who
nicknamed him ‘Woodbine Willie’ after the brand of cigarettes he shared with
them.
After the First World War, he became a writer and regular preacher, drawing
large crowds, who were attracted by his combination of traditional
sacramental theology with more unconventional theological views. He worked
tirelessly for the Christian Industrial Fellowship, but his frail health gave way
and he died (still a young man) on this day in 1929.

Collect for Pastors
Eternal God,
you called Geoﬀrey Studdert Kennedy to proclaim your glory
in a life of prayer and pastoral zeal:
keep the leaders of your Church faithful
and bless your people through their ministry,
that the Church may grow into the full stature
of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen
Bible readings:
Jeremiah 1: 4-10; Matthew 11: 25-30.
From the responsorial psalm 96:
Sing to the Lord a new song.
Sing to the Lord and bless his name;
proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day.
Declare his glory among the nations and his wonders among all peoples.
Source: Exciting Holiness, collects and readings for the Festivals
and Lesser Festivals of the Church of England, Canterbury Press, 1997
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Introducing Your New Magazine Editor!
Probably quite a few people at St Paul’s
may wonder who this new editor, Julie
Lawton, is… so hopefully I can put
minds at rest with a bit of info about
myself.
I first came to St Paul’s church in 1987,
just after my husband and I, with our
small daughter Jenni, had moved to
Didsbury from Cardiff (each to academic
posts at the University of Manchester).
I was introduced to the church by the
chaplain I’d met in Withington hospital,
John Perryman. Diana and John have
remained good friends. Our son, Tim,
born the next year, was baptized by
Norman Dawson in St Paul’s. Jenni,
baptized in South Wales, was confirmed
by the bishop in St Paul’s church.
We discovered that our street was
outside the catchment area for St
Paul’s school and so the children
went to Didsbury C of E (Elm Grove).
This meant that the family did not get
quite so involved in St Paul’s activities;
nevertheless, I became a regular
member of the congregation and even
taught in the Sunday School with Grace
Reader, Bob Smith and Irene Jones
for about 4 years. I have very fond
memories of Norman Dawson as vicar
in those days, but in the millennium
year we moved… to the distant reaches
of … Northenden!
I decided it would make sense to attend
a local church there, which I did for the
next 10 years, but in the end, I wanted
to come back to St Paul’s. So in 2012
I did just that – and am so glad to be
back! I was touched that a few people

remembered me and equally that so
many others, not least Gisela, made me
feel very welcome. I love the music especially the way imperfect singers like
me can still join in, but of course I also
hugely appreciate the professional level
of music from our fabulous choir under
the directorship of Andy (and Sue) as
well as the instrumental pieces played
so expertly by our great organists Andy
and Sam and others.
It seems to me that St Paul’s epitomizes
the best in today’s Anglican ethos: it
is properly inclusive of all people; and
its thriving community of children
and young people balances well the
equally important older sections of
the congregation. I have no doubt that
the main force behind all this is our
wonderful vicar, Gisela, ably assisted by
Bob, himself a real unsung hero, and of
course all the other many people who
work behind the scenes. I hope on a
future occasion to be able to properly
acknowledge everyone, but I must
finish by mentioning one particular
person: Elizabeth Rigby, without whose
tremendous support I could not begin
to do this editorship, and indeed for the
first two or three months Elizabeth and I
will be sharing the work until I retire this
summer from my current post at the
Open University in order to work less
intensely as a free-lance French tutor
and translator.
I look forward to receiving your
contributions! Love & best wishes,
Julie.

March 2016
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MJHARDING & SONS
DECORATING
07976 721360 : 0161 455 2854
(Interior & Exterior Estimates)

HI-SPEC

Electrical Services ltd
Andrew Hogg Director
Reg No: D104449
Tel/Fax 0161 448 7517 / Mob: 07887 622 699
Email: hispecelec@gmail.com

F.G Miller & Son
APPROVED ELECTRICIANS

Electrical Contractors
576 Wilmslow Road, Withington M20 3DB
Tel: 0161 445 1541 / Fax: 0161 445 8027
fgmillerandson@yahoo.co.uk
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CAPES DUNN & CO.

AUCTIONEERS & VALUERS
The Auction Galleries,
40 Station Road, Heaton Mersey,
Stockport SK4 3QT

www.capesdunn.com
Mobile; 07972 194033 / Telephone: 0161 432 1911
Twitter @capesdunn

Weekly Auctions of Furniture, Paintings,
Jewellery & Silver, Ceramics, Toys, Books,Prints & Collectables
On view every Monday from 10am

FREE AUCTION ADVICE GIVEN

BOOKS WANTED
All types bought: will collect
Also: old postcards & maps

01625 861 608: 0161 834 5964
Established 42 years

Andrew Condliffe-Jones
Teacher of Piano, Keyboard, Organ,
Singing, Musical Theatre and Theory
100% Pass rate for ABRSM and LCM examinations
Beginners to Advanced. All Welcome.
Free Introductory lesson 0161 282 9676 / 07990 696 482
March 2016
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Funeral Plans from Pepperdine Barrett Family Funeral Directors

Making sure
everything
goes to plan

A funeral plan leaves nothing to
chance and provides peace of mind
for you and those you care about.
We recommend funeral plans from Golden Charter, the
UK’s largest provider of plans to independent funeral
directors like us. With a Golden Charter funeral plan
you’ll benefit from:
• Fixing the cost of our services at today’s prices
• Reassurance for your family – no uncertainty or
difficult decisions
• Complete flexibility to choose the funeral you want

PEPPERDINE BARRETT
Family Funeral Directors
Incorporating R. Pepperdine & Sons Ltd

The UK’s largest independent funeral plan provider

www.yourfuneraldirectors.co.uk

362 Barton Rd, Stretford M32 9RL.

Call 0161 881 5363

GC-LIFT 5749

Alexandra House, 5 Manchester Rd,
Chorlton-Cum-Hardy M21 9JG.

