
Welcome to christ church this evening for 
our easter vigil service.

We begin our service outside with the story of 
creation – God saying “Let there be light”.  
We then light the Easter candle and our candles, 
and process into church, taking our seats in the 
choir stalls.

The	fi	rst	part	of	our	service	tells	the	story	of	God	
saving the Israelites from slavery in Egypt, the 
call of the Israelite prophets to live justly before 
God, and God’s promise to bring salvation to all 
people. We will hear several reading interspersed 
with prayers and songs.

The
eASTer
vigiL
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¶ The Service of Light

Blessing of the Light
	 The Lord be with you
All:	 and also with you.
 

	 This is the night in which our Lord Jesus Christ  
	 passed over from death to life.
	 The Church invites her members,  
	 dispersed throughout the world, to gather in vigil and prayer.  
	 For this is the Passover of the Lord.
	 We remember his death and resurrection  
	 by hearing his word and celebrating his mysteries,
	 confident that we shall share his victory over death  
	 and live with him for ever in God
 

	 Redeeming God,
	 source of life and light, bless this new fire,
	 and grant that we who are warmed
	 by the celebration of this Easter feast,
	 may share in the everlasting festival of your radiance,
	 through Jesus Christ, the light of the world.
All:	 Amen.

 
	 The symbols on the Easter candle are traced and these words spoken:
 

	 Christ yesterday and today,
	 the beginning and the end,
	 Alpha and Omega,
	 all time belongs to him,
	 and all ages;
	 to him be glory and power,
	 through every age and for ever.
All:	 Amen.

	 The Easter Candle is lit:
 

	 May the light of Christ, rising in glory,
	 banish all darkness from our hearts and minds.
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	 We now move to church with the entrance of the Pascal Candle 
 
	 The minister bearing the candle sings: 
 

	 The light of Christ.
All:	 Thanks be to God.

	 We light our candles from the Easter candles. 
	 We then process into church following the Easter candle. 
	 We pause at the font and the back of church repeating the response.

The Exsultet (sung by Richard McHale)

Rejoice, heavenly powers! Sing, choirs of angels!
Exult, all creation around God’s throne!
Jesus Christ, our King, is risen!
Sound the trumpet of salvation!
Rejoice, O earth, in shining splendour,
radiant in the brightness of your King!
 

Christ has conquered! Glory fills you!
Darkness vanishes for ever!
Rejoice,  O Mother Church! Exult in glory!
The risen Saviour shines upon you!

 

	 Let this place resound with joy,  
	 echoing the mighty song of all God’s people!
	 The Lord be with you
All:	 and also with you.
	 Lift up your hearts.
All:	 We lift them to the Lord.
	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All:	I t is right to give thanks and praise
 

	 It is indeed right that with hearts and minds and voices
	 we should praise the unseen God, the all powerful Father,
	 and his only Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.
 

	 For Christ has ransomed us by his death,
	 and paid for us the price of Adam’s sin 
	 to our eternal Father.
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	 This is our Passover feast,
	 when Christ, the true Lamb, is slain,
	 whose blood consecrates the homes of all believers.
 

	 This is the night when first you saved our fathers:
	 you freed the people of Israel from their slavery
	 and led them dryshod through the sea.
 

	 This is the night when Jesus Christ broke the chains of death 
	 and rose triumphant from the grave.
 

	 Most blessed of all nights,  
	 chosen by God to see Christ rising from the dead! 
	 Of this night scripture says:
	 “The night will be as clear as day: it will become my light, my joy.”
 

	 Night truly blessed when heaven is wedded to earth
	 and man is reconciled with God!
	 lost innocence regained, and mourning turned to joy. 
 
	 Therefore, heavenly Father, in the joy of this night, 
	 receive our evening sacrifice of praise, 
	 your Church’s solemn offering.

	 Accept this Easter Candle, a flame divided but undimmed
	 a pillar of fire that glows to the honour of God.
	 Let it mingle with the lights of heaven
	 and continue bravely burning to dispel the darkness of this night!	
	 May the Morning Star which never sets
	 find this flame still burning:  
	 Christ, that Morning Star, who came back from the dead,  
	 and shed his peaceful light on all mankind,
	 your Son who lives and reigns for ever and ever! 
All:	 Amen

	 The minister says:

	 As we await the risen Christ, 
	 let us hear the record of God’s saving deeds in history,
	 recalling how he saved his people in ages past and in the fullness 	
	 of time sent his Son to be our Redeemer;  
	 and let us pray that through this Easter celebration God may
	 bring to perfection in each of us the saving work he has begun.
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¶ Liturgy of The Word

Genesis 3

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that 
the  Lord  God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You 
shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?”  2  The woman said to 
the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden;  3  
but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the 
middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.’”  4  But 
the serpent said to the woman, “You will not die;  5  for God knows 
that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like 
God,knowing good and evil.”  6  So when the woman saw that the tree 
was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the 
tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; 
and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate.  
7  Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were 
naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for 
themselves.

8  They heard the sound of the  Lord  God walking in the garden at the 
time of the evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves 
from the presence of the  Lord  God among the trees of the garden.  
9  But the  Lord  God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are 
you?”  10  He said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was 
afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.”  11  He said, “Who 
told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which 
I commanded you not to eat?”  12  The man said, “The woman whom 
you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.”  
13  Then the  Lord  God said to the woman, “What is this that you 
have done?” The woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.”  14  
The  Lord  God said to the serpent,
“Because you have done this, 
        cursed are you among all animals 
        and among all wild creatures; 
upon your belly you shall go, 
        and dust you shall eat 
        all the days of your life. 
15  I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
        and between your offspring and hers; 
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he will strike your head, 
        and you will strike his heel.”
16  To the woman he said,
“I will greatly increase your pangs in childbearing; 
        in pain you shall bring forth children, 
yet your desire shall be for your husband, 
        and he shall rule over you.” 
 
17  And to the man he said,
“Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, 
        and have eaten of the tree 
about which I commanded you, 
        ‘You shall not eat of it,’ 
cursed is the ground because of you; 
        in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 
18  thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; 
        and you shall eat the plants of the field. 
19  By the sweat of your face 
        you shall eat bread 
until you return to the ground, 
        for out of it you were taken; 
you are dust, 
        and to dust you shall return.”
20  The man named his wife Eve, because she was the mother of all 
living.  21  And the  Lord  God made garments of skins for the man 
and for his wife, and clothed them.
22  Then the  Lord  God said, “See, the man has become like one 
of us, knowing good and evil; and now, he might reach out his hand 
and take also from the tree of life, and eat, and live forever”—  23  
therefore the  Lord  God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till 
the ground from which he was taken.  24  He drove out the man; and 
at the east of the garden of Eden he placed the cherubim, and a sword 
flaming and turning to guard the way to the tree of life.	  

 
We sing:

All:	 Wait for the Lord whose day is near 
	 Wait for the Lord, be strong, take heart
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	 The minister prays:

	 Let us pray that our merciful God will show compassion
	 on all who fall victim to the power of sin.
 
	 Blessed are you, Lord, God of our salvation.
	 The sin which we dare not confront breaks your heart
	 and nothing can be concealed from your sight,
	 yet you showed mercy to our ancestors.
	 Show mercy today to all who fall prey to sin’s lure,
	 and shatter the power of evil, 
	 O Lord, our maker and redeemer.
All:	 Amen

Exodus 12:1-24
The Passover

The  Lord  said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt:  2  This 
month shall mark for you the beginning of months; it shall be the first 
month of the year for you.  3  Tell the whole congregation of Israel 
that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, 
a lamb for each household.  4  If a household is too small for a whole 
lamb, it shall join its closest neighbour in obtaining one; the lamb 
shall be divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of 
it.  5  Your lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male; you may 
take it from the sheep or from the goats.  6  You shall keep it until the 
fourteenth day of this month; then the whole assembled congregation 
of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight.  7  They shall take some of the 
blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in 
which they eat it.  8  They shall eat the lamb that same night; they 
shall eat it roasted over the fire with unleavened bread and bitter 
herbs.  9  Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted over 
the fire, with its head, legs, and inner organs.  10  You shall let none 
of it remain until the morning; anything that remains until the morning 
you shall burn.  11  This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your 
sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it 
hurriedly. It is the passover of the  Lord.  12  For I will pass through 
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the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in 
the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods of 
Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the  Lord.  13  The blood shall 
be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I see the blood, 
I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the 
land of Egypt.

14  This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall 
celebrate it as a festival to the  Lord; throughout your generations you 
shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance.  15  Seven days you shall eat 
unleavened bread; on the first day you shall remove leaven from your 
houses, for whoever eats leavened bread from the first day until the 
seventh day shall be cut off from Israel.  16  On the first day you shall 
hold a solemn assembly, and on the seventh day a solemn assembly; 
no work shall be done on those days; only what everyone must eat, 
that alone may be prepared by you.  17  You shall observe the festival 
of unleavened bread, for on this very day I brought your companies 
out of the land of Egypt: you shall observe this day throughout your 
generations as a perpetual ordinance.  18  In the first month, from the 
evening of the fourteenth day until the evening of the twenty-first day, 
you shall eat unleavened bread.  19  For seven days no leaven shall be 
found in your houses; for whoever eats what is leavened shall be cut 
off from the congregation of Israel, whether an alien or a native of the 
land.  20  You shall eat nothing leavened; in all your settlements you 
shall eat unleavened bread.

21  Then Moses called all the elders of Israel and said to them, “Go, 
select lambs for your families, and slaughter the passover lamb.  22  
Take a bunch of hyssop, dip it in the blood that is in the basin, and 
touch the lintel and the two doorposts with the blood in the basin. 
None of you shall go outside the door of your house until morning.  
23  For the  Lord  will pass through to strike down the Egyptians; 
when he sees the blood on the lintel and on the two doorposts, the  
Lord  will pass over that door and will not allow the destroyer to enter 
your houses to strike you down.  24  You shall observe this rite as a 
perpetual ordinance for you and your children.
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Exodus 14
Crossing the Red Sea

14  Then the  Lord  said to Moses:  2  Tell the Israelites to turn back 
and camp in front of Pi-hahiroth, between Migdol and the sea, in front 
of Baal-zephon; you shall camp opposite it, by the sea.  3  Pharaoh 
will say of the Israelites, “They are wandering aimlessly in the land; 
the wilderness has closed in on them.”  4  I will harden Pharaoh’s 
heart, and he will pursue them, so that I will gain glory for myself over 
Pharaoh and all his army; and the Egyptians shall know that I am the  
Lord. And they did so.
5  When the king of Egypt was told that the people had fled, the minds 
of Pharaoh and his officials were changed toward the people, and 
they said, “What have we done, letting Israel leave our service?”  6  
So he had his chariot made ready, and took his army with him;  7  he 
took six hundred picked chariots and all the other chariots of Egypt 
with officers over all of them.  8  The  Lord  hardened the heart of 
Pharaoh king of Egypt and he pursued the Israelites, who were going 
out boldly.  9  The Egyptians pursued them, all Pharaoh’s horses and 
chariots, his chariot drivers and his army; they overtook them camped 
by the sea, by Pi-hahiroth, in front of Baal-zephon.
10  As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were 
the Egyptians advancing on them. In great fear the Israelites cried out 
to the  Lord.  11  They said to Moses, “Was it because there were no 
graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? 
What have you done to us, bringing us out of Egypt?  12  Is this not 
the very thing we told you in Egypt, ‘Let us alone and let us serve the 
Egyptians’? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians 
than to die in the wilderness.”  13  But Moses said to the people, “Do 
not be afraid, stand firm, and see the deliverance that the  Lord  will 
accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom you see today you 
shall never see again.  14  The  Lord  will fight for you, and you have 
only to keep still.”
15  Then the  Lord  said to Moses, “Why do you cry out to me? Tell 
the Israelites to go forward.  16  But you lift up your staff, and stretch 
out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the Israelites may go 
into the sea on dry ground.  17  Then I will harden the hearts of the 
Egyptians so that they will go in after them; and so I will gain glory 
for myself over Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots, and his chariot 
drivers.  18  And the Egyptians shall know that I am the  Lord, when 
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I have gained glory for myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his 
chariot drivers.”
19  The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved 
and went behind them; and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of 
them and took its place behind them.  20  It came between the army 
of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the 
darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come near the other all 
night.
21  Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The  Lord  drove 
the sea back by a strong east wind all night, and turned the sea into 
dry land; and the waters were divided.  22  The Israelites went into the 
sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right 
and on their left.  23  The Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea 
after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot drivers.  24  
At the morning watch the  Lord  in the pillar of fire and cloud looked 
down upon the Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army into 
panic.  25  He clogged[a]their chariot wheels so that they turned with 
difficulty. The Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the Israelites, for the  
Lord  is fighting for them against Egypt.”
26  Then the  Lord  said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the 
sea, so that the water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their 
chariots and chariot drivers.”  27  So Moses stretched out his hand 
over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As 
the Egyptians fled before it, the  Lord  tossed the Egyptians into the 
sea.  28  The waters returned and covered the chariots and the chariot 
drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the 
sea; not one of them remained.  29  But the Israelites walked on dry 
ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall for them on their 
right and on their left.
30  Thus the  Lord  saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and 
Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore.  31  Israel saw the 
great work that the  Lord  did against the Egyptians. So the people 
feared the  Lord  and believed in the  Lord  and in his servant Moses. 

	 We sing:

All:	 The Lord is my light, my light and salvation.
	 In God I trust, in God I trust.
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Isaiah 55:1-11
Let us return to the Lord who saves us

Let everyone who thirsts,  come to the waters; 
and you that have no money, come, buy and eat! 
Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.
 
Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 
and your labour for that which does not satisfy? 
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, 
and delight yourselves in rich food.
Incline your ear, and come to me;  listen, so that you may live. 
I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love 
for David.
 
See, I made him a witness to the peoples,
a leader and commander for the peoples.
See, you shall call nations that you do not know, 
and nations that do not know you shall run to you, 
because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, 
for he has glorified you.

Seek the  Lord  while he may be found, call upon him while he is near; 
let the wicked forsake their way, and the unrighteous their thoughts; 
let them return to the Lord, that he may have mercy on them, 
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, 
says the Lord. 
For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher 
than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.

For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 
and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 
making it bring forth and sprout, 
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
it shall not return to me empty, 
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.
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The Easter Acclamation
	
	 The minister says:

	 Alleluia. Christ is risen.
All:	H e is risen indeed. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia

	 A fanfare is sounded on the organ 

Gloria in Excelsis
	
	 Glory to God, glory to God, glory to the Father
All:	G lory to God, glory to God,glory to the Father
	 To God be glory for ever 
All:	 To God be glory for ever
	 Alleluia, Amen
All:	 Alleluia, Amen  [x3]
	
	 Glory to God, glory to God, Son of the Father
All:	G lory to God, glory to God, Son of the Father
	 To God be glory for ever 
All:	 To God be glory for ever
	 Alleluia, Amen
All:	 Alleluia, Amen 	[x3]

	 Glory to God, glory to God, glory to the Spirit.
All:	G lory to God, glory to God,glory to the Spirit.
	 To God be glory for ever 
All:	 To God be glory for ever
	 Alleluia, Amen
All:	 Alleluia, Amen 	[x3]
	

The Collect
	
	 God of glory, by the raising of your Son
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	 you have broken the chains of death and hell:
	 fill your Church with faith and hope;
	 for a new day has dawned
	 and the way to life stands open
	 in our Saviour Jesus Christ.
All:	 Amen 
 
 

New Testament Reading
Romans 6:3-11

What then are we to say? Should we continue in sin in order that 
grace may abound?   By no means! How can we who died to sin go on 
living in it?  Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized 
into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?  Therefore we have 
been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was 
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk 
in newness of life.

For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will 
certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.  We know that 
our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be 
destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin.  For whoever 
has died is freed from sin.  But if we have died with Christ, we believe 
that we will also live with him.  We know that Christ, being raised from 
the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him.  
The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he 
lives to God.  So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and 
alive to God in Christ Jesus.

Psalm 114
	 The response is:  
	

All:	 Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord. 
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Gradual Hymn
291: Laudate Dominum

Laudate Dominum, laudate Dominum,
omnes, gentes! alleluia!
Laudate Dominum, laudate Dominum,
omnes, gentes! alleluia!

Sing, praise, and bless the Lord, Sing, praise, and bless the Lord 
peoples! nations! Alleluia!
Sing, praise, and bless the Lord, Sing, praise, and bless the Lord 
peoples! nations! Alleluia!

Gospel Acclamation
	
	 Alleluia, alleluia.
	 I am the first and the last, says the Lord, and the living one;
	 I was dead, and behold I am alive for evermore.
All:	 Alleluia.
	

We return to the Rectory Garden

	 God of Life,
	 who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son
	 to the death of the cross,
	 and by his glorious resurrection
	 have delivered us from the power of our enemy:
	 grant us so to die daily to sin,
	 that we may evermore live with him in the joy of his risen life;
	 through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All:	 Amen.
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¶ The sending out

The Blessing
	 Alleluia. Christ is risen.
All:	H e is risen indeed. Alleluia.

	 God the Father,
	 by whose love Christ was raised from the dead,
	 open to you who believe the gates of everlasting life.

	 God the Son,
	 who in bursting from the grave has won a glorious victory,
	 give you joy as you share the Easter faith.
 
	 God the Holy Spirit,
	 who filled the disciples with the life of the risen Lord,
	 empower you and fill you with Christ’s peace.
All:	 Amen.
 
	 And the blessing of God almighty,
	 the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
	 be among you and remain with you
	 this Eastertide and for ever more.
All:	 Amen
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